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Philbrick, Nathaniel.  Revenge of the Whale:  The True Story 
of the Whaleship Essex.  Recounts the 1820 sinking of the 
whaleship “Essex” by an enraged sperm whale and how the 
crew of young men survived against impossible odds. 

Piquemal, Michel. When Life Stinks: How to Deal with your 
Bad Moods, Blues, and Depression. Information and helpful 
suggestions for coping with black moods, the blues, and  
depression. 

Roach, Mary.  Stiff:  The Curious Lives of Human  
Cadavers.  A humorous, touching, and respectful look at 
human cadavers and how scientists utilize every precious 
element of the human body.  

Salzman, Mark. True Notebooks: A Writer’s Year at  
Juvenile Hall. Chronicles the author’s first year teaching at an 
L.A. lock-up for some of that cities most violent teenage 
offenders. 

Thomas, Velma Maia.  Lest we Forget:  The  
Passage from Africa to Slavery and Emancipation.   
An interactive documentary-from African villages to the boats, 
from the plantations to the end of the Civil War and 
emancipation. 

Van Der Vat, Dan.  D-Day: The Greatest Invasion - 
A People’s History.   
A visual overview of the pivotal invasion of Europe that changed 
the course of World War II. 

McWhorter, Diane.  A Dream of Freedom:  The Civil Rights 
Movement from 1954 to 1968. The key years of the Civil 
Rights Movement in America. 

Miller, Timothy and Steve Milton.  NASCAR Now.   
An introduction to NASCAR complete with diagrams of all the 
major tracks, overviews of the top teams and their drivers, 
and legends of the past. 

Murphy, Jim.  An American Plague:  The True and  
Terrifying Story of the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793.   
A riveting account of the yellow fever epidemic of 1793 that 
disrupted the federal government, divided the medical 
establishment, and destroyed the lives of thousands of 
Philadelphians.  

Myers, Walter Dean.  Antarctica:  Journeys to the South 
Pole.  A chilling record of the dangerous exploration of this 
frozen continent throughout history. 

Nelson, Peter.  Left for Dead:  A Young Man’s Search for 
Justice for the USS Indianapolis.   
A school project eventually led to the truth about the sinking 
of the U.S.S. Indianapolis, the Navy’s cover-up, and the 
Captain’s court martial. 

Owen, David.  Hidden Evidence:  Forty True Crimes and 
How Forensic Science Helped Solve Them.   
The evolution of forensic science and crime investigation from 
Jack the Ripper to today’s serial killers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ferris, Timothy.  Seeing in the Dark:  How Backyard 
Stargazers are Probing Deep Space and Guarding 
Earth From Interplanetary Peril.  
How amateur astronomers who are linked by the Internet 
are making discoveries worthy of professionals.  

Fleischman, John.  Phineas Gage:  A Gruesome but 
True Story About Brain Science.   
Phineas is never the same after a metal rod enters his 
head at the chin and comes out his forehead. 

Gaskins, Pearl. I Believe In...Christian, Jewish and 
Muslim Young People Speak About Their Faith. 
Presents candid interviews with teens about the place of 
religion in their lives, what it means to belong to a certain 
faith, and their struggle to maintain their faith. 

Hakim, Joy. Story of Science:  Aristotle Leads The Way. 
Science is brought to life with chapters like “Why Mars is a 
Little Loopy”, and lots of visual appeal with numerous 
satellite photos, diagrams and art.  

Halpin, Mikki.  It’s Your World-If You Don’t Like It, 
Change It: Activism for Teenagers.  
Gives advice on how to act on your beliefs, no matter what 
they are, and make a difference. 

Hampton, Wilborn.  Meltdown:  A Race Against Nuclear 
Disaster at Three Mile Island.  An eyewitness account of 
the 1979 disaster at the Three Mile Island nuclear power 
plant. 

Holt, David.  Spiders in the Hairdo:  Modern Urban 
Legends.  The funniest, scariest, and down-right weirdest 
urban legends...you decide if they are truly believable. 

Hoose, Philip.  We Were There, Too!  Young People in 
U.S. History.  American history as seen through the eyes 
of young people who were from all walks of life. 

Jacobs, Thomas A.  They Broke the Law, You Be the 
Judge:  True Cases of Teen Crime.  21 children and 
teenagers who broke the law reveal what it 
was like to be arrested and held accountable 
for their actions. 

Armstrong, Jennifer.  Shipwreck at the 
Bottom of the World : The Extraordinary 
True Story of Shackleton and the 
Endurance.  The harrowing story of the ill-
fated Endurance and their perilous journey 

          to safety. 

Aronson, Marc.  Witch-Hunt:  Mysteries of the Salem 
Witch Trials.   What really happened in Salem?  This vivid 
narrative sifts through the facts, myths, and half truths to 
explore one of the great mysteries of American History. 

Bartoletti, Susan Campbell.  Hitler Youth: Growing Up in 
Hitler’s Shadow.  How did Hitler gain the loyalty, trust, and 
passion of so many of Germany's youth? Includes telling 
interviews with surviving Hitler Youth. 

Bausum, Ann.  With Courage and Cloth:  Winning the 
Fight for a Woman’s Rights to Vote.  The violence and 
persecution that followed the woman suffragists is shown 
through the experiences of one radical feminist of the time. 

Beyer, Rick. The Greatest Stories Never Told: 100 Tales 
from History to Astonish, Bewilder, and Stupefy.   
Features surprising stories and little-known historical facts 
from history, such as the Pilgrims decision to land in  
Plymouth because they ran out of beer. 

Blumenthal, Karen.  Let Me Play:  The Story of Title IX, 
the Law That Changed the Future of Girls in America.  
Not long ago girls were not allowed to play any sport they 
wanted to, but there were people who believed that girls 
could do anything-and were willing to fight to prove it.  

Bolden, Tonya.  Wake Up Our Souls:  A Celebration of 
Black American Artists.  Highlights influential  20th-
century artists from the Harlem Renaissance to the  
contemporary art scene. 

Brisick, Jamie.  Have Board Will Travel:  The Definitive 
History of Surf, Skate & Snow.  This ultimate “boarder’s 
bible” gives an inside look at the best places to ride, 
lifestyles, personalities, and performance of these extreme 
sports. 

Butler, William S.  Secret Messages:  Concealment, 
Codes and Other Types of Ingenious 
Communication.  Discover some of the most fascinating 
types of secret communication throughout history. 

Capuzzo, Michael.  Close to Shore:  The Terrifying 
Shark Attacks of 1916.  Mass hysteria gripped the 
Jersey coast when a shark terrorized the shoreline in this 
account of one of the first documented shark attacks. 

Carle, Megan and Jill.  Teens Cook: How to Cook 
What You Want to Eat.  Written by teens, includes 75 
recipes that present everything from vegetarian and  
ethnic specialties to the best in American comfort food.   

Carson, Mina, et al.  Girls Rock!  Fifty Years of 
Women Making Music.  With grit, determination, and 
passion, female rockers are taking a stand and changing 
the male-dominated music industry. 

Colton, Larry.  Counting Coup:  A True Story of 
Basketball and Honor on the Little Big Horn.   
How the conditions of life and the role of sports on the 
Crow Reservation affect the lives of talented, but 
troubled teenagers. 

Crowe, Chris.  Getting Away with Murder: The True 
Story of the Emmett Till Case.   
The brutal 1955 Mississippi murder of 14-year-old 
Emmett Till helped spark the Civil Rights Movement. 

Davis, Jill, ed.  Open Your Eyes:  Extraordinary  
Experiences in Faraway Places.  Memoirs and stories 
about travel from some of today’s most popular writers. 

Defede, Jim.  The Day the World Came to Town: 9/11 
in Gander, Newfoundland.  A community as hero; 9/11 
closed U.S. airspace and Gander hosted 6,000 stranded 
passengers. 

Farrell, Jeanette. Invisible Allies: Microbes That 
Shape Our Lives. Not all microbes cause disease.  In 
fact, most play a vital “friendly” role in shaping our lives.   

 


